Petfood Forum Asia 2025 agenda

29 October, 2025
BITEC, Bangkok, Thailand


[bookmark: _Hlk128386924]10:30-11:30	Check-in/registration and coffee/tea/snack

[bookmark: _Hlk139013338]11:30-12:30	Welcome and opening session: Global and Asian pet food market update and trends
Sahiba Puri, senior consultant, pet care, for Euromonitor International, provides an overview of the current performance of pet food, both globally and in the Asia-Pacific, including growth drivers, country-level insights and category specifics. In addition, she discusses key trends in pet food in the region, covering channel dynamics, moderating volumes versus a push for premium and preventive health management through pet food. Using data, survey analysis and case studies, Puri forecasts future pet food performance, including growth markets and categories, and highlights opportunities.

Sahiba Puri leads global insights for pet care at Euromonitor International. In that role, she helps businesses make informed decisions through insight-led strategy, combining global perspective with deep regional expertise. With extensive experience in client engagement and strategic research delivery, Pura advises clients on consumer behavior, local market shifts and category outlooks — translating trends into actionable guidance.

12:30-13:30	Lunch

13:30-14:10	Stability of marine microalgae oil during pet food extrusion, retort and long-term storage
Shiguang Yu, Ph.D., MBA, global director, pet nutrition and applications, for DSM-Firmenich, explains the stability of long-chain polyunsaturated fatty acids, such as DHA and EPA, in high potency and sustainable marine microalgae oil in both dry and wet dog and cat foods during extrusion, retort and long-term storage (two to three years) under both ambient and accelerated conditions.

Shiguang Yu graduated with a Ph.D. in nutrition from Wageningen University, the Netherlands, and with an MBA from Baker University in the U.S. He has more than 47 publications in peer-reviewed journals, 45 abstracts presented at international conferences, 10 patents as the first inventor and has been an invited speaker at pet food conferences and various animal nutrition conferences globally. Yu is an experienced pet nutrition researcher and pet food formulator with more than 16 years of experience working in global pet food companies. He is also an expert in premix formulation and design for pet foods (dry and wet) and human-grade pet foods (wet and dry). Furthermore, he has extensive working experience in the pet food ingredient industry.

14:10-14:50	Pet food formulation quality and risk management
Ian Mealey, product marketing director for formulations for Format Solutions, discusses how nutritionists can implement quality control programs within formulation software to ensure consistent product quality while minimizing formulation errors. Mealey addresses the day-to-day challenges of ingredient variability, supply chain disruptions and production difficulties that can compromise nutritional targets, introducing new technologies that automate assessment of the risk inherent to any new product development or update process. By formalizing expert knowledge, this can ultimately help manufacturers cost-effectively produce the right products with reliable quality.

As the product marketing director for formulation at Format Solutions, Ian Mealey has more than 30 years of experience with formulation software. His career began after earning a degree in agriculture and joining a large U.K. cooperative’s graduate program, where he acquired extensive experience in feed business operations. With more than 25 years at Format Solutions, Mealey has collaborated with a global clientele across diverse sectors such as feed, pet food, aqua, premix and food and beverage. He is passionate about helping customers optimize business processes, improve ingredient purchasing strategies and enhance product quality.

14:50-15:30	Coffee break

15:30-16:10	Postbiotics: Unlocking new clinically backed pet health benefits
Adrian Kerester, senior director of growth, and Ravi Sheth, Ph.D., co-founder and chief science officer, for Kingdom Supercultures, explore how postbiotics are uniquely positioned to meet Asia pet owners’ demand for products that deliver noticeable health benefits beyond just marketing claims, as the region’s pet food and pet supplements market rapidly expands. Kerester and Sheth cover market insights, trends and consumer-relevant outcomes that postbiotics are able to address. Then they delve into case studies on new clinically validated oral and immune postbiotics for pets, explaining practical considerations that are important for postbiotics such as clinical evidence, formulation constraints and stability. 

Adrian Kerester is senior director of growth at Kingdom Supercultures, which creates and markets Superculture ingredients — a new class of postbiotics intentionally designed to make a quantifiable impact on unmet pet health needs and address these needs at their root. Kerester leads Kingdom’s go-to-market team, working with pet brands and pet parents to identify the unmet needs that the company’s ingredients can address and helping brands incorporate these ingredients into their end products. Prior to Kingdom, she led organic growth initiatives for Fortune 500 companies across the food value chain. Kerester holds an MBA from Stanford University. 

As co-founder and chief science officer at Kingdom Supercultures, Ravi Sheth, Ph.D., leads a supplier of clinically validated postbiotics for pet brands that has received US$30 million in venture funding from leading firms including Y-Combinator, as well as competitive research funding from the National Science Foundation (NSF), U.S. Department of Agriculture and Environmental Protection Agency. Sheth received his Ph.D. as an NSF and Hertz fellow at Columbia University. His work on genomics tools to understand the ecology of microbiomes has been published in top scientific journals including Science and Nature Biotechnology. He also spent time at the Gates Foundation advancing new microbiome-directed interventions to combat malnutrition.

16:10-16:50	Reducing waste in pet treat extruder production
Paul Mortlock, managing director and CEO, and Steve Plas, strategy director, for Frazer-Nash Manufacturing, examine the often-overlooked sources of waste in pet treat extrusion manufacturing, including scrappage and overweight product giveaway caused by poor process control and variability. They focus on understanding and minimizing systematic waste through better control of extruder output variability, which is often poorly managed, to achieve significant cost savings while improving production efficiency. Key solutions include implementing mechanical controls for extruder output without requiring individual flow restrictors or manual intervention.

Since 2010, Paul Mortlock has served as managing director and CEO of Frazer-Nash Manufacturing, leading the company’s transformation into a global innovator in end-of-extruder technology. Under his leadership, Frazer-Nash has developed cutting-edge solutions for the safe production of pet food, becoming the preferred supplier for seven of the world’s top 10 pet food manufacturers. Mortlock oversees the in-house design and manufacture of high-performance equipment built to exacting standards and precisely engineered for a lifetime of use. He holds three patents relating to pet food extrusion technology: flow control in extruded pet treats, an extruder back pressure valve and extruder mixing barrels.

Steve Plas has been strategy director for Frazer-Nash Manufacturing since 2017, with his primary responsibilities including strategic customer development and innovation strategies. Previously, he worked for Hills Pet Nutrition/Colgate-Palmolive for 35 years, serving as the global technical processing/engineering director. At Hill’s, Plas developed practical expertise for plant design, supply chain engineering for both canning and dry pet food manufacturing and in-depth knowledge of food safety principles and ingredient functionality. He also has three patents: pet food dryer psychometrics, production of low-ash animal proteins and an extruder back pressure valve.

17:00-19:00	Pet Fair Southeast Asia Networking reception

30 October, 2025

19:00-23:00	Pet Fair Southeast Asia Sky Bar Reception – Cielo Skybar (BTS Phra Khanong), Bangkok 





